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University of North Dakota in 2002.
Last month, Rae Ann received her mas-
ter’s degree in nursing. After hearing
about all of Rae Ann’s accomplish-
ments, and about the adversity she’s
overcome, it will come as no surprise
to my colleagues that she plans to con-
tinue her education by enrolling in law
school this fall.

When so many stories exist about the
tremendous obstacles Native Ameri-
cans face—in getting an education,
gaining access to health care, and im-
proving their quality of life—it is im-
portant for all of us to recognize suc-
cess stories like Rae Ann’s. Not only is
Rae Ann a role model for her tribe, she
is an example for all people who face
adversity as they strive to fulfill their
dreams. I would like to extend my per-
sonal congratulations on her recent
achievement, and wish her the best of
luck in all her future endeavors.

——
U.S. AID AND TERRORISTS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
want to take a very brief moment to
speak to an article entitled “U.S. Aid
Goes to Terrorism Backers’” that ap-
peared in today’s edition of the Wash-
ington Times.

The allegation that American foreign
assistance dollars in the West Bank
and Gaza are going to Palestinian
groups ‘‘working with or fostering ter-
rorist-supporting organizations’” is a
serious one. The United States Agency
for International Development, USAID,
and the U.S. Department of State must
immediately clarify these troubling re-
ports, and I urge them to do so in an
expeditious and public manner.

My colleagues should note that we
already require the Secretary of State
to ensure that no assistance for the
West Bank and Gaza goes to, or
through, individuals or entities ‘‘the
Secretary knows or has reason to be-
lieve advocates, plans, sponsors, en-
gages in, or has engaged in, terrorist
activities.”

I will have more to say on this issue
once USAID and the State Department
clarify this matter.

———
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2003
Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise

today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. On May 1, 2003, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduced the
Local Law Enforcement Enhancement
Act, a bill that would add new cat-
egories to current hate crimes law,
sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.

In January 2000, a gay Mississippi
man, was murdered by Brett David
Kabat. Tolbert was kidnapped from a
Biloxi gay bar and brutally strangling
him and beating him to death before
dumping his body in Alabama and
stealing his truck. Because his friends
say Tolbert was gay, was last seen at a
gay bar, and the nature of his murder
was particularly brutal, it is believed
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that Tolbert was targeted because he
was gay. When Tolbert’s body was dis-
covered, he was beaten beyond recogni-
tion with just a few teeth left in his
mouth.

I believe that Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can
become substance. I believe that by
passing this legislation and changing
current law, we can change hearts and
minds as well.

———

WORLD DAY AGAINST CHILD
LABOR

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, it is
with a sense of sorrow that I rise today
to speak about the practice of abusive
and exploitative child labor, as well as
to recognize World Day against Child
Labor, which occurred on June 12. Un-
fortunately, hundreds of millions of
children are still forced to work ille-
gally for little or no pay. The Inter-
national Labor Organization has set
aside this day to give a voice to these
helpless children who toil away in haz-
ardous conditions.

We should not only think about these
children on June 12. We should think
about this last vestige of slavery every
day. I have remained steadfast in my
commitment to eliminate abusive and
exploitative child labor. It was in 1992
that I first introduced a bill to ban all
products made by abusive and exploita-
tive child labor from entering the U.S.

Since I introduced that bill, we have
made some progress in raising aware-
ness about this scourge. In June of 1999,
ILO Convention 182, concerning the
Prohibition and Immediate Action for
the Elimination of the Worst Forms of
Child Labor, was adopted unanimously
in the ILO and here in the U.S. Senate.
This was the first time ever that an
ILO convention was approved without
one dissenting vote. In record time the
Senate ratified ILO Convention 2 with
a bipartisan, 96-0 vote.

For the first time in history the
world spoke with one voice in opposi-
tion to abusive and exploitative child
labor. Countries from across the polit-
ical, economic, and religious spec-
trum—from Jewish to Muslim, from
Buddhists to Christians—came to-
gether to proclaim unequivocally that
abusive and exploitative child labor is
a practice which will not be tolerated
and must be abolished.

Gone is the argument that abusive
and exploitative child labor is an ac-
ceptable practice because of a coun-
try’s economic circumstances. Gone is
the argument that abusive and exploit-
ative child labor is acceptable because
of cultural tradition. And gone is the
argument that abusive and exploitative
child labor is a necessary evil on the
road to economic development. When
this convention was approved, the
United States and the international
community as a whole laid those argu-
ments to rest and laid the groundwork
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to begin the process of ending the
scourge of abusive and exploitative
child labor.

As of today, 50 countries have rati-
fied ILO Convention 182. In fact, since
the ILO was established in 1919, never
has one of it treaties been ratified so
quickly by so many national govern-
ments.

In May of 2000, the Senate enacted
the Trade and Development Act of 2000.
This act included a provision I au-
thored that requires more than 100 na-
tions that enjoy duty-free access to the
American marketplace to implement
their legal commitments to eliminate
the worst forms of child labor in order
to keep these trade privileges.

In 2001, Congressman ENGEL and I,
along with the chocolate industry, ne-
gotiated the Harkin-Engel Protocol.
This plan addresses abusive and ex-
ploitative child labor within the cocoa
and chocolate producing countries of
West Africa. This agreement will for
the first time make possible the ability
to publicly certify that cocoa used in
chocolate or related products has been
grown and processed without abusive
child labor. This historic agreement
represents a true partnership between
industry and government to stamp out
abusive and exploitative child labor.

In an effort to continue to raise
awareness, last month the first Chil-
dren’s World Congress about Child
Labor was held in Florence, Italy. The
Congress was organized by the Global
March and my good friend Kailash
Satayarthi. At this conference child
delegates from all across the world
joined with the common purpose of dis-
cussing and raising awareness about
the atrocities of abusive child labor. I
would like to commend Kendra Halter,
one of my constituents, from Iowa
City, who was selected to participate
as a U.S. delegate to the Congress.

The child delegates participated in
workshops and were allowed to ques-
tion foreign leaders and government of-
ficials from various countries to in-
clude the United States. The Congress
produced a declaration that stressed
the need for governments to take di-
rect action combating this issue by
providing free quality education. The
declaration also calls for parents and
youth of all countries to get involved
in the spreading of awareness of this
scourge.

In spite of all of these successes there
is much more to be done. Currently, ac-
cording to the ILO, there are 246 mil-
lion child laborers in the world. 73 mil-
lion of those are under the age of 10,
and approximately 22 thousand chil-
dren die in work related accidents
every year. Abusive and exploitative
child labor is prevalent in many parts
of the world, including in our back-
yard.

In the June 10 edition of the Wash-
ington Post, the issue of abusive child
labor once again made the headlines.
The article brings to light the troubled
life of a child aged 14 and his family as
they labor dangerously in the sugar
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